Whitireia Waiata

Ko Whitireia te maunga tū tonu nei
Ko Porirua tai timu tai pari
Ko Ngāti Toa te iwi mana whenua
Ko Whitireia te kuratini e

Ko te manu e kai i te miro
Nōna te ngāhere
Ko te manu e kai i te mātauranga e
Nōna te ao katoa

Ka mihi ka tangi ki te hunga rā
Na rātou nei i moemoeā
Ko te kaupapa kua whakatinanatia
Ko te kuratini e tū mai nei
Explanation of waiata

This waiata has been composed for us – staff, students, everyone who has anything to do with Whitireia Community Polytechnic.  It was composed by a group from Te Wānanga Māori, namely Taku Parai, Justin Puna, Eruera Ruwhiu and Willis Katene.
The waiata is about us – who we are, where we are and what we do.

The first verse locates us.  It acknowledges our mountain (Whitireia), the body of water which surrounds us (Porirua harbour), the local iwi (Ngāti Toa) and of course, our polytechnic Whitireia.
The chorus (Ko te manu …) is a very well-known whakataukī about the importance of education, learning and knowledge.  That’s what we’re all about.

The second verse (ka mihi ka tangi …) acknowledges those people who had the vision, desire and energy to establish our polytechnic.  Some of those people have passed on, some are still around.  We acknowledge them and those of us who continue to contribute to the work we do as Whitireia Community Polytechnic.

You can hear it being played by clicking on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-QCdNvVbFg .
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